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Dear Leader, 
 

EU, EEA and Swiss citizens – Stay in Scotland 
 

We are writing to you about our work to help EU citizens stay in Scotland. As we approach 
the end of the UK Government’s EU Settlement Scheme (EUSS), we are keen that we do 
everything possible to support our EU citizen friends, family and neighbours to register for 
the scheme. In that goal, our local authorities have an important role to play in partnership 

with the Scottish Government and COSLA.  
 
The deadline of 30 June 2021 to apply to the EUSS is fast approaching. While there have 
been over 250,000 applications to the scheme from Scotland, we know that many people 

have yet to apply. Among them vulnerable individuals who may lose access to benefits, 
services and employment should they not apply. Considering the damaging consequences 
of not applying, we ask you to continue to do all that you can to raise awareness of the 
EUSS and the support available to help people apply.  

 
The Scottish Government fund a caseworker based at COSLA who assists EU citizens who 
have contact with local authorities to apply to the EUSS. Looked after children, care leavers 
and people using housing services can all use this resource. Any local authority employee 

can also contact the caseworker if they have EU citizen service users. The caseworker can 
be reached on 07395 885724 or at mcarletti@iom.int 
 
In addition, we would like to draw your attention to the following resources:  

 

• The Scottish Government funds support services offered by Citizens Advice Scotland, 
including a free, confidential and impartial helpline on 0800 916 9847  

• The Scottish Government’s Stay in Scotland toolkit includes useful materials on the 

EUSS, including information on rights, education and where to access support 
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• JustRight Scotland’s factsheets detail the rights of EU citizens and are available in 

various languages including Polish and Romanian 
 

Please use and share these resources with your staff and stakeholders, including on social 
media (#StayinScotland #WeAreScotland). You may also find our graphics package useful 

for sharing on your social media groups.  
 
Over the last year, we have faced unprecedented challenges due to the pandemic. Many EU 
citizens have been on the frontline during this time, supporting key services such as health 

and social care, education, and food production. They have cared for us at a time in which 
many in Scotland have been vulnerable, and in turn it is vital that we support them in their 
time of need.  
 

The pandemic has only exacerbated the diff iculties our EU citizens face in terms of  securing 
their rights and their future in Scotland. It is important that we continue to welcome those 
who choose to live here, which is why we ask that you do all that you can to encourage EU 
citizens to apply to the scheme. 

 
We are copying this letter to all Scottish local authority chief executives.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

                                          
 
  JENNY GILRUTH                                                  ALISON EVISON 
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